DUBROVNIK REMINDER

September is here; the kids have gone back to
school; summer is coming to an end and autumn
is just around the corner; it is that time when
everything starts again, and although | don’t
miss having evening meetings through the
summer, by 1st September | am usually ready to
begin the Methodist year afresh. However, | am
only ready because | have had time away: time
to rest; to read books; to catch up with family
Image: Croatia.hr and friends; to perhaps experience something
new that offers challenge and food for thought.

The latter, for me was a trip to Dubrovnik.

This year Andrew and | were lucky enough to spend a week on holiday in Croatia; it is a beautiful
country, rich in history and culture; inhabited by hospitable people who welcomed us warmly.
Whilst there we visited the historic city of Dubrovnik and as we walked the ancient walls which
surround the city, we were surprised to see that nearly every building, even those that were
centuries old, had a new roof. In talking to local people, we realised that, only 25 years ago, this
place now filled with tourists and sightseers, had been heavily bombarded during the war which saw
the bitter break up of the former Yugoslavia.

Robert, the manager of our hotel, told us that he
had fought in the war for 18 months; ‘It is
ridiculous’ he said, ‘1 was expected to kill fellow
human beings simply because they were not
Croatian; yet they were still my neighbours,
colleagues, associates. They were like me,
human beings’

In the stories we heard there was still a sense of
disbelief at the way division escalated so quickly
into violence and ultimately war that destroyed,
not just buildings, but people’s lives. | do not think for a moment that we might face a similar
situation in this country and yet Robert’s words were a timely reminder that, despite the issues that
divide us, we should never lose sight of our common humanity, and as Christians, the call to love.
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And that is Jesus’ command again and again - to love:

Yo shadl

‘Love your neighbour as yourself’
‘Love your enemies’
‘Love each other as | have loved you’

Love: the easiest word to say yet the hardest one to do,
for it demands that we put aside ourselves; our long-
held views; our prejudices; our political affiliations; our
ideological interpretations; our national identity; our
Image: bibleverseslogo.com assumptions and quickly made judgements; and instead



https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https://croatia.hr/sites/default/files/styles/image_full_width/public/2017-08/dubrovnik_ivo_biocina.jpg?itok%3Djoptfuti&imgrefurl=http://croatia.hr/en-GB/Destinations/Regions/Cluster/Dalmatia-Dubrovnik&docid=_23NDyc1y47f2M&tbnid=y3WtagoEI5dOjM:&vet=10ahUKEwiX6cr_3LDdAhUsCMAKHSxvDRsQMwjmASgOMA4..i&w=1600&h=900&bih=907&biw=1280&q=DUBROVNIK&ved=0ahUKEwiX6cr_3LDdAhUsCMAKHSxvDRsQMwjmASgOMA4&iact=mrc&uact=8
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https://cdn.getyourguide.com/niwziy2l9cvz/1mfDXK2BzSCeg64MeGmi8E/fd6d72e30552c021e17d64481506244d/Dubrovnik-1112x630.jpg&imgrefurl=https://www.getyourguide.com/dubrovnik-l513/&docid=ffNSLRWQOeUCqM&tbnid=bdQ2cC4Tb-EbVM:&vet=10ahUKEwiX6cr_3LDdAhUsCMAKHSxvDRsQMwi2AihUMFQ..i&w=1112&h=630&bih=907&biw=1280&q=DUBROVNIK&ved=0ahUKEwiX6cr_3LDdAhUsCMAKHSxvDRsQMwi2AihUMFQ&iact=mrc&uact=8
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https://cdn.shopify.com/s/files/1/1457/1636/products/Mark_12-31_v3_Horizontal_Web2_2000x.jpg?v%3D1527192218&imgrefurl=https://bibleversestogo.com/products/mark-12-31-love-your-neighbor-as-yourself&docid=RPB3clKyOvBawM&tbnid=IXIE0LRR4kpyuM:&vet=10ahUKEwi965el4LDdAhWhKsAKHYOOBLcQMwiKASgSMBI..i&w=1200&h=960&bih=907&biw=1280&q=love your neighbour as yourself&ved=0ahUKEwi965el4LDdAhWhKsAKHYOOBLcQMwiKASgSMBI&iact=mrc&uact=8

see people. To look not at labels of race, religion, or ideology, but to actually see fellow human
beings; each made in the image of God and each as vulnerable and as hopeful and in need of love
and affirmation as we are. Each valued so deeply by God that he entered our flawed humanity to
show us the enormity of his love.

So, this summer, | was reminded by a stranger in a foreign land that it is not the things that divide us
that matter, but that which unites us. And so, as everything begins again, may we aim in all things to
be challenged by the command of the one we follow - to love.

Helen Kirk



